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PARISH OF ALL SAINTS’  
CARSHALTON 
 

EVENSONG FOR THE  
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
12TH MARCH, 2023 

 
 

The minister offers a welcome; we then begin with the General Confession: 
 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we 
should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God 
our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the 
same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  And although we ought at all 
times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most 
chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks 
for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his 
most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things 
which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul.  
Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to 
accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the 
heavenly grace, saying after me: 

 
The general Confession is said by the whole Congregation, all kneeling. 
 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father,  
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We 
have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: But 
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou 
them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are 
penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
To the glory of thy holy Name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution is prayed for by the minister, standing: the people still kneeling: 

ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, 
and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his ministers, to 
declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and 
Remission of their sins: X He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  Wherefore let us 
beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those 
things may please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of 
our life hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come 
to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 

Then the minister and People shall say the Lord's Prayer:  

OUR Father,  
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Please STAND to sing the opening responses: 
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We recite Psalm 40; please SIT: 

 

I waited patiently for the Lord : and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
calling. 
He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay : 
and set my feet upon the rock, and ordered my goings. 
And he hath put a new song in my mouth : even a thanksgiving unto our 
God. 
4Many shall see it, and fear : and shall put their trust in the Lord. 
Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the Lord : and turned not 
unto the proud, and to such as go about with lies. 
O Lord my God, great are the wondrous works which thou hast 
done, like as be also thy thoughts which are to us-ward : and yet 
there is no man that ordereth them unto thee. 
If I should declare them, and speak of them : they should be more than I 
am able to express. 
Sacrifice and meat-offering thou wouldest not: but mine ears hast 
thou opened. 
Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou not required : then said 
I, Lo, I come, 
In the volume of the book it is written of me, that I should fulfil thy 
will, O my God : I am content to do it; yea, thy law is within my 
heart. 
I have declared thy righteousness in the great congregation : lo, I will 
not refrain my lips, O Lord, and that thou knowest. 



 4 

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart : my talk hath 
been of thy truth and of thy salvation. 
I have not kept back thy loving mercy and truth : from the great 
congregation. 
Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, O Lord: let thy loving-
kindness and thy truth alway preserve me. 
For innumerable troubles are come about me; my sins have taken such 
hold upon me that I am not able to look up : yea, they are more in 
number than the hairs of my head, and my heart hath failed me. 
O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : make haste, O Lord, to 
help me. 
Let them be ashamed and confounded together, that seek after my soul 
to destroy it : let them be driven backward and put to rebuke, that wish 
me evil. 
Let them be desolate, and rewarded with shame: that say unto me, 
Fie upon thee, fie upon thee. 
Let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee : and let such as 
love thy salvation say alway, The Lord be praised. 
As for me, I am poor and needy : but the Lord careth for me. 
Thou art my helper and redeemer : make no long tarrying, O my God. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;    
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without 
end. Amen. 
 
 

The First Lesson, from the Old Testament (Joshua 1:1-9) follows. 
 
 
Magnificat, the Song of Mary (Luke 1.46) follows (STAND), during which, the officiant 
adds incense grains to the burner in front of the Altar: 
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Please SIT for the Second Lesson, from the New Testament (Ephesians 6:10-20): 
 
 
 

Nunc Dimittis, the Song of Simeon (Luke 2.29) follows (STAND): 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We face the High Altar to recite the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
 

I believe in God, 
the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
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From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholick Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
X The Resurrection of the body,  
And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

Please remain standing, for the Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer, Suffrages and Responses: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Please sit or kneel 
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         O Lord, save the  King:      And mercifully hear us when we call up – on thee. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                    but only thou,   O   God 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The minister intones the Collect for the Third Sunday of Lent: 
 

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
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may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
 
 

THE COLLECT FOR ASH WEDNESDAY: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
who hatest nothing that thou hast made 
and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: 
create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE: 
 

Almighty God,  
from whom all holy desires,  
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:  
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;  
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,  
and also that by thee,  
we being defended from the fear of our enemies,  
may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.   
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THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 
 

Lighten our darkness,  
we beseech thee, O Lord,  
and by thy great mercy defend us  
from all perils and dangers of this night;  
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   

 
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession follow, and then any notices are announced. 
 
 
 
The service ends with the Dismissal: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Book of Common Prayer, the rights in which are vested in the Crown, is reproduced by permission of the Crown's Patentee, Cambridge University Press.   

 



 11 

Your generosity helps our Parish Church to thrive!   
Thank you to those who do give regularly and prayerfully. 

 
The Parochial Church Council is, of course, always grateful for 
all financial gifts, but especially those given regularly, whether 

weekly or monthly; regular committed giving, however large or 
small, does help with our budgetting.  If you worship here 

regularly, please do consider either: 
 

The PARISH GIVING SCHEME (www.parishgiving.org.uk).  
We are part of this scheme and a good number of folk have 
already joined; thank you.  The PCC receives a lump sum 

payment each month, including any Gift Aid claimed for the 
month, which helps hugely with our monthly cash flow.  The 

PGS staff are very helpful with setting it up - you are able to set 
the amount for each month and, if a UK taxpayer, sign up for 

Gift Aid, which is claimed for us by them each month, 
 

or 
 

STANDING ORDER, which can set up through 
www.carshaltonallsaints.org; if you do this, please do complete 
and sign a separate Gift Aid Declaration form and hand it in as 

we will have to collect the Gift Aid on these donations. 
 

Either of the above helps to reduce our admin in banking cash, 
increases our cash flow and makes giving more efficient. 

 
Thank you! 

 


