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A WARM WELCOME  
to everyone this morning, whether you’re an established 

worshipper, new, visiting or trying us out.  God has been 

worshipped on this site since before the Norman Conquest and 

we continue the same ministry of worship, witness and pastoral 

care to the people of this parish. 

 

 

Baptised Christians from any Christian tradition are warmly 

invited to receive Holy Communion today.   

 

If you would prefer to receive a blessing,  

please bow your head as a signal to the priest.   

 

 

There is no cash collection at this service; however, there are 

contactless devices and cash donation boxes by the North and 

South Doors, and we do encourage you to be as generous as 

possible. 
 

 

 

Please ensure that mobile ‘phones are turned to silent. 

 

 

 

 

 

Organ Prelude 
J S Bach, ‘Nun komm der Heiden Heiland’, BWV 650 

 

 

 



THE GATHERING  
 

Please STAND as the sacristy bell rings to sing the Entrance hymn, during which 
the President censes the High Altar:   
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set thy people free, 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in thee. 

 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us for ever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By thine own eternal Spirit, 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

WORDS: Charles Wesley 1707-88 
TUNE: Halton Holgate, version of a melody by William Boyce 

 
 

The President greets everyone: 
 

 We gather for worship in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy Spirit. 
 
 

The President adds additional words of welcome, then one of the clergy leads the 
lighting of the first candle on the Advent Wreath: 
 



We are surrounded by a great cloud of witness, among whom we wait 

in joyful expectation for Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 

throne of God; we give thanks that we are receiving with them a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken. 
 

THE PATRIARCHS 

Holy Lord, God of the Patriarchs,  

have mercy on us. 

 
 

May we, like Abraham and David, obediently follow you this 

Advent.   

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

 

May we open our hearts to receive you, O Lord of Light.   

Hear us, good Lord 

 
 
 
The Deacon introduces the Prayers of Penitence: 
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light things now hidden in 

darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in the 

light of Christ, let us confess our sins. 
 

 

We sing Kyrie Eleison 
 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.



We pray: 
 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you;  

we have done evil in your sight.  

We are sorry and repent.  

Have mercy on us according to your love.   

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  

Renew a right spirit within us  

and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The President pronounces the Absolution: 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself,  

and cleanse you  from all your sins  

that you may behold the glory of his Son,  

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

In silence, we pray. 

 
Silent prayer; then the President intones the Collect for today: 

 
Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Please SIT 

 

A reading from the letter to the Romans 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 

we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 

lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 

live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not 

in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Romans 13:11-end 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

 

STAND to sing the Gradual hymn: 
 

Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 

 

Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

Lo! the lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 

 

So when next he comes in glory, 

And earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 

On the clouds of heaven appear. 



Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run.  Amen. 
WORDS: Latin, tra E Caswall, 1814-78 

TUNE: Merton, W H Monk 1823-89 

 
 
Acclamation, which heralds the Gospel: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The choir sings the verse:  
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.   

 

 
All repeat the Acclamation: 
 

 
 
 
 
Then: 

The Lord be with you. 

 
  And  with  thy           spirit. 

 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

 
Glory be to thee, O   Lord 

 

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 



were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will 

be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, 

for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 

the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 

would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
Matthew 24:36-44 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  Praise be to thee O      Christ.  

 

 
The address follows.  We pause briefly to reflect on what we’ve heard, then STAND 
for the Creed: 
 

I believe in one God  

the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible: 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of his Father before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God, begotten, not made,  

being of one substance with the Father,  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   

He suffered and was buried,  

and the third day he rose again  



according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.   

And he shall come again with glory  

to judge both the quick and the dead:  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spake by the prophets. 
 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.   

And I look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

The prayers of intercession follow: 

 
Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 

 
After each bidding is used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  
 
The prayers end 

 

We gather up these and all of our prayers  

in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

and all the saints.  Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   

Amen 
 

 

Please STAND 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall 

break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you;  

and with thy spirit.   

 
The Deacon invites all to exchange the Peace: 

 
Let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s Peace. 

 
 

The Altar is prepared, during which we sing the Offertory hymn: 

 

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluya! 

God appears, on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him 

Robed in dreadful majesty; 

Those who set at nought and sold him, 

Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing 

Shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Those dear tokens of his passion 

Still his dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshippers: 

With what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 

High on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory: 



Claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly! 

Alleluya! Come, Lord, come! 
 

WORDS: Charles Wesley 1707-88 
TUNE: Helmsley, melody noted by T Olivers 1725-99 

 
 

The President takes the bread and wine: 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed 

on the hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, 

Lord, may thy whole Church soon be gathered together from the 

corners of the earth into thy kingdom. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The President continues the prayer, thanking God for all his saving works, and 
then invites the people to join their praises with the whole company of heaven: 
 

(…for ever praising you and singing:) 
 

 

We sing Sanctus and Benedictus: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 



The President continues the prayer, repeating the Lord’s own words over the bread 
and wine and asks the Father to send the Spirit on them to sanctify them.    
Then: 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 

The President continues, joining our offering with Christ’s sacrifice of himself.  At 
the end: 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for 

ever and ever. 

 

 
 
 

Silence 

 

 

Awaiting his coming in glory, let us pray as Jesus taught us, in the 

language of our choice: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,… 

Ein Tad, yr hwn wyt y nefoedd 

Notre père, qui es aux cieux….. 

하늘에 계신 우리 아버지.... 

Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel.... 

Nna-ayi, Nke bi n'elu-igwe…. 

 

 
The president breaks the consecrated bread for all to share: 
 



We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

 
We sing Agnus Dei: 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

grant us peace. 

 

 
The president invites all to receive Holy Communion: 

 

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 

roof, but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 

 

 
Baptised persons who are communicant members of Churches which subscribe to 

the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and who are in good standing in their own church, 

may receive Holy Communion at this service.  If you prefer to receive a blessing, 

come to the priest, and keep your hands at your side. 

 
Please follow the direction of the stewards when approaching and sanitise your 
hands prior to receiving the Sacrament.   

 
All taking part online are encouraged to make their Spiritual Communion, using the 
following prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, grant, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, 

healed the woman who could not touch your body, so the soul of your 

servant may be healed by faith in you, whom I cannot now sacramentally 

receive; through your tender mercy, who lives and reigns with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 

 



During the administration, the choir sings the following motet: 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender root hath sprung, of Jesse’s 

lineage coming, as men of old have sung, brought forth her flower 

bright amid the cold of winter, and in the dark midnight.  

 

The rose which I am singing whereof Isaiah told is Mary purest 

maiden who bears the holy child: at God’s eternal will she bore for 

us a Saviour and stays a virgin still.  

 

O flower whose radiance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispel in 

glorious splendour the darkness everywhere. True man yet very God, 

from sin and death now save us, and share our heavy load. 

Words, 14th cent German 

Music, arr. David Blackwell 

 
 
 
We keep a few moments of SILENT PRAYER, after which the President prays the 
Post Communion Prayer: 
 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 
Please remain SEATED for any notices and to hear from Sunday Club, then STAND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you  

and with thy spirit. 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness 

from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he 

comes in glory; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you this 

Advent and always. 

Amen. 
 

 

We sing the final hymn, during which the altar party and choir process to the west 
end. At the end, please turn to face the west doors for the Dismissal: 
 

Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing, 

stirs on the earth and trembles in the air! 

Is it the thunder of the Lord's appearing? 

Is it the music of his people's prayer? 
 

Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices 

shout to the saints and to the deaf and dumb; 

surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices, 

glad in his coming who hath sworn, I come. 
 

This hath he done, and shall we not adore him? 

This shall he do, and can we still despair? 

Come, let us quickly fling ourselves before him, 

Cast at his feet the burden of our care. 
 

Yea, through life, death, through sorrow and through sinning, 

he shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed: 

Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 

Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. 
 

TUNE, Highwood, R R Terry, 1865-1938 
WORDS, Frederic W H Myers 1843-1901 

 
 

The Deacon dismisses the Eucharistic Assembly: 
 

As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.   



 
 
 
 
 

Organ voluntary:  
A D Millar, Proclamation: Wachet Auf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do join us for refreshments after Mass! 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this booklet home with you. 
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