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A warm welcome to All Saints’!  
A particular welcome to anyone who is visiting us or worshipping with us 

for the first time, or returning after a break.    
 

 

 

Please note that it is once again a legal requirement to 

wear a face covering whilst in church (apart from when 

receiving the Sacrament and during refreshments).   

 

Please use the hand sanitiser:   

on entering the Church;  

immediately prior to receiving Holy Communion;  

and as you leave the building. 

 
 

 

Baptised Christians from any Christian tradition are warmly invited to 

receive Holy Communion today.   

 

 

If you need Gluten Free wafers, do let one of the stewards know before 

the service. 
 

 

 

Contactless devices are available by the north and south doors 

and we do encourage you to use them; thank you. 
 

 

A hearing loop is available in church: please switch to ‘T’. 
 

 

Please ensure that mobile ‘phones are turned to silent. 
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THE GATHERING  
 

Organ Prelude: Interlude on the Coventry Carol, William Lloyd Webber 
 

 
Please STAND as the sacristy bell rings, to sing the entrance carol, during which 
the President censes the altar: 
 

nce in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love, 

For that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned 

all in white shall wait around. 
 

Tune:  IRBY, Henry Gauntlett, harm. Arthur Henry Mann 
Words:  Christina Alexander 

 
 

The President greets everyone: 
 

O 
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Brothers and sisters, we gather for worship in the name of  the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy Spirit. 
 

 

The President adds other words of welcome, then the Deacon introduces the 
Prayers of Confession: 
 

Stephen rebuked God’s people for not listening to the word of God, 

let us confess our stubbornness and sin which resist the Holy Spirit. 

 
We sing Kyrie Eleison, repeating each line after the Cantor: 
 

You call us to listen to your voice 
 

 

 

You command us to flee from idolatry. 

 

 

You ask us to forgive our persecutors. 

 
 

 

The President pronounces the Absolution:  
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, and 

cleanse you  from all your sins that you may behold the glory of his 

Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
We sing Gloria in excelsis; sing the Refrain at the start, after the cantor, and then 
after each verse: 
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Cantor: Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we 

worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory  

All:     Refrain...  
 

Cantor: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son, of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  You 

are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer..  

All:   Refrain . . .  
 

Cantor: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 

alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father.  
All:  

  

 
 
 

In silence we pray. 
 
Silent prayer; then the President prays the Collect for the Day.  
 

Gracious Father, 

who gave the first martyr Stephen 

grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: 

grant that in all our sufferings for the truth 

we may learn to love even our enemies 

and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 

looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, 

Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
Please SIT 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Stephen said, ‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and 

ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors 

used to do.  Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? 

They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and 

now you have become his betrayers and murderers.  You are the ones 

that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept 

it.’  When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground 

their teeth at Stephen.  But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into 

heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand 

of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!’  But they covered their ears, 

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses 

laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  

Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
Acts 7:51-end 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Please STAND to sing the Gradual carol: 
 

f the Father’s heart 

begotten, 

ere the world from chaos rose, 

He is Alpha: from that Fountain 

all that is and hath been flows; 

He is Omega, of all things 

yet to come the mystic Close, 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; 

Angels and Archangels, sing! 

Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful, 

let your joyous anthems ring, 

Every tongue his name confessing, 

countless voices answering, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Music:  Divinum Mysterium 
Words:  Prudentius, trans. Robert Davis 

 
 

Please turn to face the Deacon.  We sing the Gospel Acclamation, which heralds 
the Gospel (repeat each line after the cantor): 

O 
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The cantor sings the verse: 
 

I see heaven opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God. 

 
We sing the Acclamation again: 

 

 
 

 

Then: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you 

in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and 

kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.  When 

they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what 

you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that 

time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you.  Brother will betray brother to death, and a 

father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them 

put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But 

the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
Matthew 10:17-22 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ.  
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An organ fanfare sounds, in honour of the Gospel; the all age address follows.   
 

We pause briefly to reflect on what we’ve heard, then STAND for the Creed: 
 

My brothers and sisters, do you believe and trust in God the Father 

who made all things, the one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human 

nature, died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the 

people of God, and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one God:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 
The prayers of intercession follow: 
 

Full of the Holy Spirit, let us approach the throne of grace, and bring 

our prayers to Jesus the Lord. 

 

 
After each bidding is used: 
 

Lord Jesus, 

hear our prayer.  
 
The prayers end 

 

Lord, receive our prayers and perfect them by your heavenly 

intercession, to the glory of the Father. 

Amen. 

 

 
Please STAND 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

The President introduces the Peace: 
 

Jesus said, ‘In the world you face persecution. 

But take courage; I have conquered the world.’ 

Brothers and sisters, the peace of the Lord be always with you 

and with thy spirit.  
 

Let us offer a socially distant sign of Christ’s Peace. 
 

 

The Altar is prepared, during which we sing the Offertory carol: 

 

hile shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

The angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 

 

“Fear not,” said he (for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind); 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to you and all mankind. 

 

“To you in David’s town this day 

is born of David’s line 

A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign: 

 

“The heavenly Babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

and in a manger laid.” 

 

Thus spake the Seraph, and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

Of angels praising God, who thus 

addressed their joyful song: 

 

W 
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“All glory be to God on high, 

and to the earth be peace, 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men 

begin and never cease.” 
 

Tune:  Winchester Old 
Words:  Nahum Tate 

 
 
 

The president takes the bread and wine and says: 
 
 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to 

love; make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The President continues the prayer, thanking God for all his saving works, and 
then invites the people to join their praises with the whole company of heaven: 
 
 

(….and sing our joyful hymn of praise:) 

 
We sing Sanctus and Benedictus, repeating each line after the Cantor: 
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The President continues the prayer, repeating the Lord’s own words over the bread 
and wine and asks the Father to send the Spirit on them to sanctify them.   
 

Then: 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

 
Repeat each line after the cantor. 

 

 
 



12 

The President continues, joining our offering with Christ’s sacrifice of himself.  At 
the end: 
 

…… in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 

O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

 

 
 

 
Silence 

 

 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven,…..  

 

 
The President breaks the consecrated bread: 
 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light 

and life. 
 

 

The cantor sings Agnus Dei: 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 

us; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 

upon us; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us 

peace 
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The President invites all to receive Holy Communion: 
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 

Lord, give us this bread always. 

 
Baptised persons who are communicant members of Churches subscribing to the 
Holy Trinity, and who are in good standing in their own church, may receive Holy 
Communion.  To receive a blessing, come to the priest keeping your head bowed. 
 

Please follow the direction of the stewards and sanitise your hands prior to 
receiving the Sacrament.   
 
All taking part online are encouraged to make their Spiritual Communion, using the 
following prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, grant, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, 

healed the woman who could not touch your body, so the soul of your 

servant may be healed by faith in you, whom I cannot now sacramentally 

receive; through your tender mercy, who lives and reigns with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 
 

During the administration, there will be an organ improvisation on In the bleak 
midwinter. 

 
Once all have received Holy Communion, we keep a few moments of SILENT 
PRAYER.   
 
 

The President then prays the Post Communion Prayer: 
 

Merciful Lord, 

we thank you for the signs of your mercy 

revealed in birth and death: 

save us by the coming of your Son, 

and give us joy in honouring Stephen, 

first martyr of the new Israel; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please STAND 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 
 

God give you grace to be faithful witnesses, 

to see heaven opened 

and the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you  

this Christmas and always. 

Amen 

 
We sing the final carol: 
 

od rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ our Saviour 

was born upon this day, 

To save us all from Satan’s power 

when we were gone astray: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

From God our heavenly Father 

a blessèd angel came, 

And unto certain shepherds 

brought tidings of the same, 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

the Son of God by name: 

 

But when to Bethlehem they came, 

whereat this infant lay, 

They found him in a manger, 

when oxen feed on hay; 

His mother Mary kneeling, 

unto the Lord did pray: 

G 
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Now to the Lord sing praises, 

all you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 

each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas 

all others doth deface: 
Tune:  God Rest you Merry 

Words:  anonymous 
 

 
 
The Deacon dismisses the Eucharistic assembly: 

 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 

 

 
Organ voluntary: Excerpts from Variations on “Adeste Fideles”   

Marcel Dupré 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please take this booklet away with you. 
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